
The Marilyn Lahana Trust 
Caring Award has been 
made annually to recognise 
outstanding members of the 
nursing and midwifery     
professions who show a 
special   quality of caring in       
relation to their patients and 
colleagues. 

The award commemorates 
Marilyn Lahana, a Johan-
nesburg nurse who died in 
1996 after contracting the 
Ebola virus from a patient. A 
number of people felt that       

Marilyn’s life and death were 
an example of the selfless 
spirit of nursing,  a profes-
sion in which practitioners 
routinely put their patients’ 
interests before their own. 

The Marilyn Lahana Trust 
was set up soon after     
Marilyn’s death in consulta-
tion with her family and the 
award was instituted in 
1998. The Democratic  
Nursing Organisation of 
South  Africa (DENOSA) administers the award     

process each year. 
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CRITERIA FOR NOMINATION: 2019 
MARILYN LAHANA MEMORIAL TRUST CARING AWARD 

GENERAL CRITERIA 

1. Any nurse or midwife can be nominated for the Award. DENOSA membership is not 
a pre – requisite. 

 Nominations must be made and submitted by a colleague or patient to the relevant 
Provincial DENOSA Office by 15 October 2019. There is no limit to the number of 
submissions made by or for any person. 

3. Nominations must be in a prescribed format. No curriculum Vitae or Performance 
Management Report will be accepted as a nomination-these documents can be  
attached as an annexure to the nomination. 

4. The nomination must be graded in the table with the specific criteria and each item 
must be substantiated by evidence provided as Annexures to the nomination. 

5. Data should only be considered for the last two years. When considering a          
submission, old data of a person may be considered merely to show consistency in 
performance. 

6. When a submission of a person has been made and s/he was chosen for a specific 
year, they may be nominated the next year, only if the performance in the last year 
is of such a nature that it should be considered, but information used for the        
previous submission should be ignored for adjudication purposes. It should be    
considered for consistency in performance only. The principle is thus that previous 
information for previous submissions cannot be considered again. 

7. Provincial Executive Committees are responsible for screening of the submissions 
and selecting a provincial candidate for the Provincial Caring Award. The same 
grading system will be used. 
The Trustees are responsible for the selection of a candidate for the National Caring 

Award. 
                                                        


